
Palantir Explores Data Center Build Out in Amarillo, Texas 
 
Statement from Purge Palantir:  
 
On October 28th, during an Amarillo City Council public comment session, a representative from Fermi 
America, a data center developer, told members of the public he met with Palantir representatives to 
discuss building a data center. 
 
“You’re blessed to sit on the best place to build AI in the country… I just met with Palantir…[who are 
the] tip of the sphere in the AI war… they’re coming Thursday”, said the Fermi America representative.  
 
In response to being asked whether Palantir would build an office in Amarillo, Toby Neugebauer, 
Fermi’s CEO and newly minted billionaire, said,“They’ve been watching it on satellite… they probably 
know more about our site than we do” 
 
In addition to Fermi’s CEO, other Fermi representatives at the meeting included: Nathan Neugebauer 
and Charlie Hamilton. Fermi representatives told members of the public they were doing this work as 
part of a patriotic duty.  
 
Fermi representatives informed the public they intend to build a nuclear data center near Amarillo, with 
plans to start construction in 2026. This is part of a reported bigger plan to “build the world’s largest 
data centre hub costing $300bn” spanning 5,769 acres. The project is known as  Project Matador, and 
has support from President Trump. 
 
Palantir has traditionally built their surveillance system on top of other cloud providers such as Amazon 
Web Services, Microsoft Azure, Google Cloud, and Oracle. A Palantir-built data center would be a 
departure from their regular operations.  
 
“Project Matador will strain the region’s Ogallala Aquifer water resources, the main groundwater supply 
for our region’s households, farms and ranches. We demand the city not sell anymore water to Fermi. 
Our local government has a duty to protect our water and communities by opposing any agreement 
with Fermi America or any other corporation that wants to extract from our communities at any cost. It is 
critical for our people to succeed over exploitative corporations.” said Kendra Seawright, Organizer 
with 806 Data Center Resistance 
 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has partnered with Palantir Technologies—a 
Denver-based software company co-founded by billionaire entrepreneur Peter Thiel—to use AI and 
data mining to identify, track, and deport suspected noncitizens. ICE is paying Palantir $30 million for  
the ImmigrationOS platform, with a contract that runs through September 2027.. 
 
President Donald Trump’s deputy chief of staff Stephen Miller has a personal financial stake in Palantir. 
Palantir and its CEO, Alex Karp, donated to the Trump inauguration fund and the construction fund for 
the ballroom replacing the East Wing of the White House. CEO Alex Karp donated $1 million to the 
inauguration, and Palantir is on a list of companies contributing to the estimated $300 million 
construction budget of the ballroom. 
 

https://fermiamerica.com/
https://fermiamerica.com/
https://www.youtube.com/live/qDgIPg1Epb4?t=13605s
https://www.linkedin.com/in/toby-neugebauer-747247bb/
https://billionairereporter.com/toby-neugebauer-and-griffin-perry/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nathan-neugebauer-813424bb/
https://www.rechargenews.com/corporate-power/tech-giants-made-epic-mistake-over-ai-power-says-300bn-trump-plan-tycoon/2-1-1845362
https://www.rechargenews.com/corporate-power/tech-giants-made-epic-mistake-over-ai-power-says-300bn-trump-plan-tycoon/2-1-1845362
https://amarillotribune.org/2025/07/30/what-weve-learned-about-fermi-americas-donald-j-trump-advanced-energy-and-intelligence-campus-from-their-nuclear-regulatory-commission-application/
https://mijente.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Who-is-Behind-ICE-The-Tech-and-Data-Companies-Fueling-Deportations_v4.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/05/nx-s1-5387514/palantir-workers-letter-trump
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/05/nx-s1-5387514/palantir-workers-letter-trump
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/25976892-miller-stephen/#document/p5
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/million-dollar-donors-flooded-trumps-second-inauguration
https://www.axios.com/local/denver/2025/10/23/palantir-donation-trump-white-house-ballroom


“The Trump administration is expanding the State’s collusion with Big Tech corporations to continue 
concentrating its power and social control. Project Matador is an example of a project of war with 
corporations already enacting violence against our communities here and abroad. While millions of 
people in Amarillo and across the country struggle with a skyrocketing cost of living, underfunded 
education systems, and lack of access to healthcare, federal, state, and local officials are choosing to 
invest public funds into dangerous projects like Fermi America and its partnerships with Palantir. Project 
Matador must be stopped to protect the Ogallala aquifer, to protect our air, and to protect our collective 
wellbeing. Halting Project Matador chips away at the Trump regime’s hopes of an authoritarian, fascist 
surveillance state, fueled by Big Tech.” said Danny Cendejas, Campaign Specialist at MediaJustice. 
 
Right-wing populist media figure Tucker Carlson said “the technology, not just Palantir but all the 
emerging technology.It could be used to enslave the population really easily. Every person should be 
concerned about the centralization of power and the use of technology to strip basic rights from 
citizens.” 
 
Fermi’s co-founder is former US Secretary of Energy, Rick Perry, who served during the First Trump 
administration. Fermi sought to distract from massive losses in earnings this week by war mongering, 
telling shareholders the “US is at war”. Per reporting from Sherwood: “The company, which currently 
generates no revenue, reported a net loss of $346.8 million for its third quarter”. 
 
Fermi has told the public it expects the project to create over 9,000 jobs. A typical data center only 
employs approximately 100 people.  
 

##### 
 
806 Data Center Resistance is part of the Panhandle Action Coalition who are fighting to stop Fermi 
America’s Project Matador.  
 
MediaJustice builds power to challenge how corporations and governments use media and technology 
to shape our collective future. We connect movements fighting corporate control, analyze how tech 
enables harmful policies, and amplify community-led alternatives to surveillance and extraction. 
 
Purge Palantir is a nationwide campaign to defend our privacy and stop Palantir as its tech increasingly 
lies at the heart of the US government systems that enable mass surveillance and militarization at 
home and abroad. 
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